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waist, would throw himself from Lion's Leap
into the river, by way of learning to swim,
while his lordship was appointed to pull him
out again; but the particular time that I now
mean was, when he was all but drowned, and
vociferating with Hibernian vehemence, " pull,
you blackguard I" every time his head emerged
for a moment from the bottom of the river.
But whatever effects this levelling process may
have in youthful days, I suspect that they are
by no means permanent, and are completely
obliterated on leaving the school.
With regard to the punishment of flogging,
many persons condemn it, as degrading to a
boy's character. These same persons would,
probably, deem it out of place to raise their
hats on entering a man's shop, and perhaps
every one would feel it to be so in England;
but in other countries, were they not to do so,
the shopkeeper, from experience, would merely
attribute the omission to what he deems an in-
stance of ill-breeding, habitual to John Bull;
or, when he is not aware of this, he will fre-
quently decline to accommodate his customer.
I mention this instance to show, that what may
meet with disapprobation in one place, will not
do so in another; and thus what to us at a dis-
tance, and in after years, may appear to be repul-
sive, may by no means be so considered during
boyhood. Again, others will say, that it ought